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Sunday, July 26, 2020
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME




ST. MARY’S CHURCH

Mass Intentions for the Week

ST. MARY’S CHURCH

Sat. July 25 5:30 pm Jaxton Etscheid
By: Ed & Darlene Hettel
Sun. July 26 10:30 am All Souls in Purgatory
Sat. Aug. 1 5:30 pm James & David Sheridan
By: Mike & Elaine Sheridan
Sun. Aug. 2 10:30 am Katherine Riva

By: Bob & Mary Alice Hughes

Eucharist Minister, Lector, Altar Servers

Saturday August 1 5:30 pm
Lector: Bart Hipes
Altar Servers: TBD
Sunday August 2 10:30 am
Lector: Pat Durdan

Altar Servers:

Weekly Collection ~ St. Mary

July 19, 2020 Stays in Parish
Sunday Collection $ 663.89 ( 17 Envelopes)
Loose Cash $ 20.00

Total $ 753.89

St. Vincent $20.00
Needed each week to pay expenses: $1,377

ST. PATRICR’S CHURCH

Mass Intentions for the Week

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH

Sat. July 25 4:00 pm Jim Ciarlette
By: Ray & Pam Eich

Sun. July 26 9:00 am Herman & Carol Schaefer
By: Frances Schafer

Tue. July 28 8:15 am Mario Tolomei
By: Joyce Panti & Bob Smith

Wed. July 29  8:15 am Gerald Stropoli

By: Geraldine Stropoli
8:15 am Jerry Einhaus
By: Viv & Rudy Maierhofer

Thurs. July 30

Fri. July 31 8:15 am Richard Rosencrans
By: The Rosencrans Family
Sat. Aug. 1 4:00 pm Dick Voitik
By: Ray & Pam Eich
Sun. Aug. 2 9:00 am Mario Tolomei

By: Bonnie & Jim Olson

Eucharist Minister, Lector, Altar Servers

Saturday August 1 4:00 pm
Eucharistic Minister: Cathy Erickson
Lector: Margi Weber
Altar Servers: Peyton Weber
Sunday August 2 9:00 am
Eucharistic Minister: Allie Williamson
Lector: Robert Maierhofer
Altar Servers: Calvin Maierhofer

Altar Servers and Readers needed. Adults may
volunteer to serve also! Please contact
Joyce Hettel at 815-228-9134.

Weekly Collection ~ St. Patrick

There will be a memorial mass for
Norma Nevin on Friday, July 31st at
4:00pm. All are welcome to attend.
. Norma was a parishioner at St.

~. Mary’s for over fifty years.

ST. MARY’S MASS INTENTIONS

Mass Intentions are available for September.
Requests may be made by calling the office at 795-
2240, putting your requests, with offering, in the
Sunday collection basket with your phone number on it,
or emailing parishgroup3@gmail.com. Masses that
had been missed due to the virus have been
rescheduled.

July 19, 2020 Stays in Parish
Sunday Collection $ 1,415.00 (32 env.)
Loose Cash $ 942.00
Online $ _ 600.00
Total $ 2,957.00

Capital Improvement $165.00

Needed each week to pay expenses: $3,200

We are looking for volunteers to watch for bats
inside and outside the Church. Interested parties
may contact Ray Eich and he will put you on a list
and call you once he has dates scheduled. For the
inside bat watch, you will need a high powered
spotlight. Call Ray Eich at 815-357-1820 (leave a
message if no answer).



ST. THERESA CHURCH

Mass Intentions for the Week

Sun. July 25 9:00 am Elsie Donato
By: Joanna & Dan McConville

Mon. July 27 8:00 am Jim Brown
By: Mary & Dick kMcConville

Tues. July 28 8:00 am For the complete healing of
Aline

Wed. July 29 8:00 am For the complete healing of
Aline

Thur. July 30 8:00 am For the complete healing of
Aline

Fri. July 31 8:00 am Healing for all the Sick
By: Mary & Dick McConville

Sun. Aug. 2 9:00 am Gladys Kipper
By: Mary Corel

UPDATE: Fr. G is waiting for the US
Embassy to open so that he can make an
appointment for an interview. He is currently
in his village about 500 miles North-West of
the biggest city, Abidjan, and is looking
forward to coming back when it is possible.

Weekly Collection ~ St. Theresa

Weekly Collection will be posted in
next weeks bulletin.

WINDOW FUND
Our goal for the Window Fund is $45,000. We are cur-
rently at $39,844. Please help us reach our goal.
Thank you so much to all who have donated!

ST. THERESA

Sunday Mass will be at 9:00am due to the heat.
Weekday mass is being offered inside the Church each
day at 8:00am. Pews are marked for any restrictions.
Masks are required. We will have one mass each
weekend until further notice.

For updated information check St. Theresa’s Facebook
page or the website at www.st-theresa-earlville.com or
call the rectory.

ST. THERESA MASS
INTENTIONS
Mass intentions available for
July, August and September.
Please contact Fr. Kassa.

LECTORS, MINISTERS, SERVERS

Wally Cwikla will be handling the scheduling for Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers and Servers. For now we are not
using servers during masses. When weather is
permitting we will need Eucharistic Ministers to assist
Father with mass in the Orchard. The Eucharistic
Minister will not need to help during inside mass. We
will need Lectors for every Sunday mass, no matter if it
is in the Orchard or in the church.

WHY DO WE DO THAT?
Catholic Life Explained:
Lighting Candles in Church

Question:
Why do Catholics light candles in church?

Answer:

Candles have been part of the Church's worship
from the earliest times. In the days before
electricity, candles and oil lamps were the ways
that people lighted buildings. Even today, we
often still depend on candles during power
outages, relying on their flickering flames to
bring light into the dark.

Like our ancestors, we also light candles on
special occasions. Think about a festive family
meal or a romantic dinner for two — there will
often be candles on the table, special objects
for a special event. We light candles on birthday
cakes and carry them in processions. We also
place candles at makeshift memorials that
appear when there has been an accident or
act of violence. In these moments, their light
casts aside a different kind of darkness — the
darkness of grief, fear, and death,

The custom of the early Christians lighting
candles and lamps at the tombs of the martyrs
gave way to the practice of having candles

at Mass, honoring the sacredness of the
celebraticn.

As Christians decorated their worship spaces
with statues and icons, they would burn candles
in front of sacred images and the relics of the
saints, basically “shining a light” on what they
held to be sacred. When pilgrims would visit
these shrines, they would often bring candles

to light before the image or relic. These candles
came to be a symbol of the person, and their
prayer and the burning these candles came to
be understood as an extension and continuation
of the prayer that was offered. What began as a
practical way to provide light has come to be a
symbol of the hopes, desires, loves, losses, fears,
and faith of everyday Christians offering their
prayers to God and his saints.



Homebound

For parishioners who are sick, please call the parish
rectory and arrangements will be made to bring them
Holy Communion.

Sacrament of Baptism
Please contact the Rectory. You must be a registered
parishioner or have the written permission of your own
pastor to be baptized.

Sacrament of the Sick
Please call anytime, day or night

Sacrament of Marriage
Please contact the rectory before making any ar-
rangements, typically at least 8 months are required
for the marriage preparation program.

Parish Registration Welcomed
There are registration sheets in the back of the Church
on the tables, but it is also helpful to call the Rectory
for more information. Thank you.

For those who need to reach Deacon Ron you
may contact him at 815-712-5882.

WARNING ABOUT RISK
ASSUMED BY PARISHIONERS:

While our parish staff will attempt to take
appropriate precautions consistent with the advice
of public health authorities, parishioners and
guests should understand that they assume the
risk of contracting COVID-19 anytime they enter a
public space, since such precautions do not
eliminate the risk of infection.

PROTOCOL FOR CHURCH REOPENING

e Please wear your mask or face covering when at
Church.

e Use the hand sanitizer as you enter the church.
They are located at every entrance.

e Maintain social distancing when at Church (Family
members in the same household do not need to
maintain distance from each other) including in line
to receive communion.

e Communion will be taken in the hand to avoid any
physical contact.

o If you are sick or have a fever or flu-like symptoms
you should not enter the church and should stay
home.

e Those who are elderly or vulnerable are
encouraged to remain at home.

Those who are in high-risk population or who are

vulnerable should exercise prudence by remaining as

safe as possible. When in doubt, the ill and elderly
should continue to remain at home. The faithful
continue to be dispensed from the obligation to attend

Sunday Mass for these reasons.



Background on the Gospel Reading
Today’s Gospel concludes three weeks of readings
from the 13™ Chapter of Matthew's Gospel.
Throughout these three weeks we have heard
Jesus teaching crowds about the kingdom of
heaven, and we have heard Jesus interpret some
of his teachings for the disciples. In this week’s
Gospel, Jesus offers three more short parables.

The first two parables describe the great value of
the kingdom of heaven. In the first parable, Jesus
says that the kingdom of heaven is like a buried
treasure that is worth possessing even if it means
giving up everything else. In the second parable,
Jesus proposes that the kingdom of heaven is like
a pearl of great worth for which one will sell
everything else to possess. These parables teach
us that we are to place everything we value in the
service of the pursuit of the Kingdom of God.

The third parable that Jesus proposes in today’s
Gospel is different from the first two, but it is
reminiscent of the parable of the sower heard in
last week’s Gospel. The kingdom of heaven is
compared to fishing with a wide net. After the fish
have been collected, the good fish are kept and the
bad fish are thrown away; so too, in the final
judgment, will the wicked and the righteous be
separated.

Today’s Gospel concludes with a curious
statement about the scribe who understands the
kingdom of heaven. Here a metaphor is offered:
this scribe is like the head of a household who
“brings from his storeroom both the new and the
old.” The scribes referred to here are experts of
Mosaic law. It is possible that Jesus is here
instructing the early Christian community on how to
proceed in the interpretation of Jewish law with
respect to Jesus’ “new” teaching. Jesus’ teaching
about the kingdom of heaven does not replace the
Jewish tradition; it interprets it in a different light.

Gracious and Holy Father,
grant us the intellect to understand You,
reason to discern You, diligence to seek You,
wisdom to find You, a spirit to know You
and a heart to meditate on You.
May our ears hear You, may our eyes behold You
and may our tongues proclaim You.

Give us grace that our way of life may be pleasing to
You, that we may have the patience to wait for You
and the perseverance to look for You.

Grant us a perfect end, Your holy presence,

a blessed resurrection and life everlasting.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

— St. Benedict



